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abandoning those with Portugal. These preliminary movements
of the southern force were successfully carried out in accordance
with the programme ; but a delay in the passage of the Esla
by the northern force gave time for the French to assemble
some 57,000 men north of Valladolid to oppose any further
Allied advance eastwards. Wellington, however, adhered to
his original plan of advancing north-eastwards by his left, his
army moving in four columns, Giron's Spaniards on the left,
Graham and the main body of the army under his own command
in the centre, and Hill on the right, by way of Medina de Rio
Seco, Palencia and north of Burgos to the upper Ebro. The
French, in view of this constant threat to their right and rear,
abandoned in succession Valladolid, Burgos and the line of the
Ebro, and fell back along the Madrid—Bayonne main road in
the hope of rallying Clausel and Foy before standing to deliver
battle. On June 21, however, they were forced to stand and
fight in a disadvantageous position at Vitoria, in order to secure
time for the withdrawal of their huge convoy of impedimenta.
Wellington planned to envelop both their wings with Hill's and
Graham's columns, but the latter failed to press his attack home
on the decisive flank in time to prevent the escape of the enemy
after a creditable resistance. The material results of the day
were, however, immense; all the French artillery, 150 guns,
and the whole of their baggage and material were taken, and
the beaten army, thrown off its main line of retreat, fell back in
f
reat disorder and much demoralised to Pamplona. The two
rench detached forces which had failed to arrive in time for
the battle were fortunate in being able to make their escape and
rejoin the main army behind the Bidassoa ; Foy skilfully made
his way past the northern flank of the British army to Bayonne,
and Clausel withdrew by a very roundabout route down the
Ebro to Saragossa and thence back into France by Jaca.
Wellington, who had made little attempt to exploit his victory,
confined himself to driving back the French rearguards from
the Pyrenees passes and establishing his main army on and in
rear of that range to cover the sieges of the petty fortresses,
San Sebastian and Pamplona, the capture of which he regarded
as an essential preliminary to any advance into France. And
indeed he might well remain content for the present with his
masterly operations of the past six weeks, the results of which
had been even beyond his highest hopes ; not only had they
freed the whole of Northern and Central Spain, and hurled
down King Joseph's power in ruins, but they had decided
Austria, hitherto wavering at the sight of Napoleon's victories
over Russia and Prussia in Germany, to throw her sword into
the scale on the Allied side.

